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§200.451

(v) When a non-Federal entity seeks
reimbursement for indirect (F&A)
costs, total lobbying costs must be sep-
arately identified in the indirect (F&A)
cost rate proposal, and thereafter
treated as other unallowable activity
costs in accordance with the proce-
dures of §200.413 Direct costs.

(vi) The non-Federal entity must sub-
mit as part of its annual indirect
(F&A) cost rate proposal a certification
that the requirements and standards of
this section have been complied with.
(See also §200.415 Required certifi-
cations.)

(vii)(A) Time logs, calendars, or simi-
lar records are not required to be cre-
ated for purposes of complying with
the record Kkeeping requirements in
§200.302 Financial management with
respect to lobbying costs during any
particular calendar month when:

(I) The employee engages in lobbying
(as defined in paragraphs (c)(1) and
(c)(2) of this section) 25 percent or less
of the employee’s compensated hours of
employment during that calendar
month; and

(2) Within the preceding five-year pe-
riod, the non-Federal entity has not
materially misstated allowable or un-
allowable costs of any nature, includ-
ing legislative lobbying costs.

(B) When conditions in paragraph
(©)(2)(vii)(A)(I) and (2) of this section
are met, non-Federal entities are not
required to establish records to support
the allowability of claimed costs in ad-
dition to records already required or
maintained. Also, when conditions in
paragraphs (c)(2)(vii)(A)(I) and (2) of
this section are met, the absence of
time logs, calendars, or similar records
will not serve as a basis for disallowing
costs by contesting estimates of lob-
bying time spent by employees during
a calendar month.

(viii) The Federal awarding agency
must establish procedures for resolving
in advance, in consultation with OMB,
any significant questions or disagree-
ments concerning the interpretation or
application of this section. Any such
advance resolutions must be binding in
any subsequent settlements, audits, or
investigations with respect to that
grant or contract for purposes of inter-
pretation of this part, provided, how-
ever, that this must not be construed
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to prevent a contractor or non-Federal
entity from contesting the lawfulness
of such a determination.

§200.451 Losses on other awards or
contracts.

Any excess of costs over income
under any other award or contract of
any nature is unallowable. This in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the non-
Federal entity’s contributed portion by
reason of cost-sharing agreements or
any under-recoveries through negotia-
tion of flat amounts for indirect (F&A)
costs. Also, any excess of costs over au-
thorized funding levels transferred
from any award or contract to another
award or contract is unallowable. All
losses are not allowable indirect (F&A)
costs and are required to be included in
the appropriate indirect cost rate base
for allocation of indirect costs.

§200.452 Maintenance and
costs.

repair

Costs incurred for utilities, insur-
ance, security, necessary maintenance,
janitorial services, repair, or upkeep of
buildings and equipment (including
Federal property unless otherwise pro-
vided for) which neither add to the per-
manent value of the property nor ap-
preciably prolong its intended life, but
keep it in an efficient operating condi-
tion, are allowable. Costs incurred for
improvements which add to the perma-
nent value of the buildings and equip-
ment or appreciably prolong their in-
tended life must be treated as capital
expenditures (see §200.439 Equipment
and other capital expenditures). These
costs are only allowable to the extent
not paid through rental or other agree-
ments.

§200.453 Materials and supplies costs,
including costs of computing de-
vices.

(a) Costs incurred for materials, sup-
plies, and fabricated parts necessary to
carry out a Federal award are allow-
able.

(b) Purchased materials and supplies
must be charged at their actual prices,
net of applicable credits. Withdrawals
from general stores or stockrooms
must be charged at their actual net
cost under any recognized method of
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pricing inventory withdrawals, consist-
ently applied. Incoming transportation
charges are a proper part of materials
and supplies costs.

(c) Materials and supplies used for
the performance of a Federal award
may be charged as direct costs. In the
specific case of computing devices,
charging as direct costs is allowable for
devices that are essential and allo-
cable, but not solely dedicated, to the
performance of a Federal award.

(d) Where federally-donated or fur-
nished materials are used in per-
forming the Federal award, such mate-
rials will be used without charge.

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 75887, Dec. 19, 2014]

§200.454 Memberships, subscriptions,
and professional activity costs.

(a) Costs of the non-Federal entity’s
membership in business, technical, and
professional organizations are allow-
able.

(b) Costs of the non-Federal entity’s
subscriptions to business, professional,
and technical periodicals are allowable.

(c) Costs of membership in any civic
or community organization are allow-
able with prior approval by the Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty.

(d) Costs of membership in any coun-
try club or social or dining club or or-
ganization are unallowable.

(e) Costs of membership in organiza-
tions whose primary purpose is lob-
bying are unallowable. See also §200.450
Lobbying.

§200.455 Organization costs.

Costs such as incorporation fees, bro-
kers’ fees, fees to promoters, organizers
or management consultants, attorneys,
accountants, or investment counselor,
whether or not employees of the non-
Federal entity in connection with es-
tablishment or reorganization of an or-
ganization, are unallowable except
with prior approval of the Federal
awarding agency.

§200.456 Participant support costs.

Participant support costs as defined
in §200.75 Participant support costs are
allowable with the prior approval of
the Federal awarding agency.

§200.459

§200.457 Plant and security costs.

Necessary and reasonable expenses
incurred for protection and security of
facilities, personnel, and work products
are allowable. Such costs include, but
are not limited to, wages and uniforms
of personnel engaged in security activi-
ties; equipment; barriers; protective
(non-military) gear, devices, and equip-
ment; contractual security services;
and consultants. Capital expenditures
for plant security purposes are subject
to §200.439 Equipment and other capital
expenditures.

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 75887, Dec. 19, 2014]

§200.458 Pre-award costs.

Pre-award costs are those incurred
prior to the effective date of the Fed-
eral award directly pursuant to the ne-
gotiation and in anticipation of the
Federal award where such costs are
necessary for efficient and timely per-
formance of the scope of work. Such
costs are allowable only to the extent
that they would have been allowable if
incurred after the date of the Federal
award and only with the written ap-
proval of the Federal awarding agency.

§200.459 Professional service costs.

(a) Costs of professional and consult-
ant services rendered by persons who
are members of a particular profession
or possess a special skill, and who are
not officers or employees of the non-
Federal entity, are allowable, subject
to paragraphs (b) and (¢) when reason-
able in relation to the services ren-
dered and when not contingent upon
recovery of the costs from the Federal
Government. In addition, legal and re-
lated services are limited under
§200.435 Defense and prosecution of
criminal and civil proceedings, claims,
appeals and patent infringements.

(b) In determining the allowability of
costs in a particular case, no single fac-
tor or any special combination of fac-
tors is necessarily determinative. How-
ever, the following factors are relevant:

(1) The nature and scope of the serv-
ice rendered in relation to the service
required.
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